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Research 
a “wicked [complex] 

problem”

using the Manitoba Data 
Repository



Research 
a “wicked [complex] 

problem”

using the Manitoba Data 
Repository

Through 
collaboration 

between 
community, NPOs, 

government, 
researchers
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• “Learning Partnership for Community Development and MinoBimaadiziwin in 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation”

• “A Community-Based Participatory Action Research Project to Examine How 
People Who Use Drugs are Represented in Anti-Stigma Campaigns and How 
Anti-Stigma Work Can be Made More Inclusive”

• “Urban Indigenous Housing in BC: Means of and barriers to addressing 
Indigenous housing need in municipal housing policies and plans”



SPECTRUM is… and Values Working 
Groups Collaboration Update

February 17, 2021

Jamie Pfau and Delaney Coelho 



Recap

• Iterative process

• Use of language, 
accessible

• Describe values in 
action statements 
instead of words



SPECTRUM’s 
Original 
Mission 

Statement

Spectrum is a 
collaborative partnership 
of researchers, students, 
community organization 
representatives and 
government staff from 
across Manitoba seeking 
creative ways to improve 
social human services, 
programs, and policies 
through applied 
research, predominantly 
using the Manitoba 
population Research 
Data Repository.  



Updated Mission

• Spectrum brings people together to use data and lived 
experience to inform how we can become a fairer and 
more just society . We share a commitment that we can 
achieve more by working together than we could working 
alone. 
• WHO – we are a collaborative partnership of 

community organization representatives, 
government staff, researchers and students from 
across Manitoba

• WHY – we are seeking creative ways to make human 
services, programs and policies better serve people’s 
needs 

• HOW – we are doing this through applied research, 
predominantly using the Manitoba Population 
Research Data Repository

• WHAT – our ultimate goal is to achieve equity across 
the complete spectrum of outcomes, including: 
health and well-being, education, justice, housing, 
income, and employment.



We will give partners the benefit of the doubt, ask 
questions when we need clarification, and actively participate in the 
work

We will have compassion for each other by holding 
space for different perspectives and experiences

We will have courage to share freely the knowledge we 
bring for our collective benefit 

We welcome and seek out new ideas 
of tackling complex problems

We will not privilege one type of wisdom 
or ways of knowing over another



SPECTRUM’s 
Approach

• How should SPECTRUM adopt 
an Anti-racist and 
decolonizing frameworks?
• What does that look like? 

• Require feedback and 
collaboration on the adoption 
operationalization of this 
framework



The SPECTRUM 
Partnership

• Evolution of Values and 
Mission Statement

• Enthusiasm to “start”

• Partnership is ”the 
work”
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For your consideration:
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Demonstration Project 1 Team
Community Organization representatives: Nora Murdock 
(MFNERC), Rhonda Campbell (FNHSSM), Stephanie Sinclair 
(FNHSSM), Elizabeth Decaire (FNHSSM)

Government representatives: Scott Sinclair (Central 
Services), Chris Nash (Families), Elizabeth Debicka 
(Families)

Researchers: Marni Brownell (MCHP), Nathan Nickel 
(MCHP), Marlyn Bennett (Social Work)

Students: Benjamin Rommelaere (U Toronto), Anita 
Durksen (U Manitoba), Soomin Han (U Manitoba)
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QX9M8VC
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