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Demonstration Project 1 Overview: 

Outcomes of Children Involved with Child and Family Services: 
Comparing Children in Care With Children Receiving Services Without 

Going into Care
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Liz Decaire (FNHSSM)
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Kayla Frank (First Nations Family 
Advocate Office)
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Demonstration 1 Project Team



6

Children taken into care
Children in families with an 

open CFS file

Demo project 1: Compare these 2 groups on outcomes: 

health, education, justice 

Icons: Serhii Smirnov, Noun Project
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Unsafe Safe with Plan Safe

Demo Project 1

Icons: Serhii Smirnov, Noun Project

Will compare measures of health and well-being for children who have been 
taken into care by CFS with children who were not taken into care but 

received protection services from CFS



Measures of Child Health and Well-Being 
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Health

Mortality

Hospitalizations (any reason)

Hospitalizations for injury

STIs

Teen pregnancy

Teen birth

Suicide and suicide attempts

Mood/anxiety disorders

Education

Early Development Instrument

Grade 3 Reading

Grade 3 Numeracy

Grade 7 Mathematics

Grade 7 Student Engagement

Grade 8 Reading and Writing

High School completion

Justice

Any involvement (victim, witness, 

accused)

Charges



Contextualizing 
Data 

• CFS data disproportionally includes 
Indigenous children
• Almost 90% of children in care are Indigenous 

while making up only 25% of the population

• Systemic bias stemming from colonial systems 
have contributed to this disproportionate 
representation and continues to affect the way 
families interact with child and family services, 
the health system, and other social services
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Contextualizing the data



Contextualizing Data 

• This context requires a proportional response and 
responsibility when working with the data, 
including: 
• approval from the Health Information Research 

Governance Committee (FNHSSM)

• Involving Indigenous partners in the research process 
and incorporating their input into all aspects of the 
research

• Continually centering the values of compassion and 
decolonization that SPECTRUM works to embody
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Contextualizing the data
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MCHP Feasibility
Health Research Ethics Board (U 

of M)

Health Information Privacy 

Committee (Manitoba Health)

Health Information Research 

Governance Committee (First 

Nations Health and Social 

Secretariat)

Non-health data providers

• Manitoba Families

• Manitoba Education

• Manitoba Justice

Research Agreement 

(between Government 

of Manitoba, U of 

Manitoba, Principal 

Investigator)

PROGRESS



n = 295, 623
All Children in Manitoba 
born 1998/99-2017/18

244,117 excluded
(no contact with CFS)

n = 51,506
Children with CFS Contact

2007/08-2017/18

n = 47,872
Children

n = 19,718
Children in out-of-home care

n = 28,154
Children in families with an open 

CFS file

3,634 excluded
- 1328: no link to birth 

mother
- 846: non-designated 

intake agency
- 901: gap in registry 

coverage
- 421: time in care less 

than 3 days
- 138: CFS agency is 

unclear

Figure 1. Study Cohort Development
We identified all Manitoba children born from 1998/99 
to 2017/18 who had contact with Child and Family 
Services.



Preliminary Results slides redacted
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